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Wilson Elser Successfully Defends  
Female Pastor Against Removal  

 
 NEW YORK, N.Y. (June 23, 2005) – Judge Joseph P. Dorsa, Supreme Court, Queens 
County, has dismissed a lawsuit against the election of Seung Jin Lee as pastor of the Korean 
Church of Eternal Life in New York.  
  

“We are extremely pleased that the court recognized our position regarding the 
establishment clause and the separation of church and state in this matter,” said Edward J. Boyle, 
a partner in the New York City office of Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, who 
defended the pastor. 

 
Judge Dorsa said “this court is precluded from considering plaintiff’s claims (for 

removal) by the establishment clause of the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.” 
Boyle was assisted in the case by Debbie Chun, an associate, also of the New York City office. 

 
The case was first brought in June 2004 by two dissident members of the Korean Church 

of Eternal Life in New York seeking to remove Pastor Lee on the grounds the constitution of the  
Korean Presbyterian Church of America (KPCA) requires pastors be male.   

 
The Congregation of the Korean Church of Eternal Life in New York had previously 

addressed this issue when it advised the KPCA of Pastor Lee’s election and indicated the 
congregation was prepared to withdraw from the KPCA if there was a challenge to their pastoral 
decision. 

 
Wilson Elser is a national firm of more than 700 lawyers serving clients in the United 

States, Latin America, Europe, and Asia. In addition to its 19 U.S.-based offices, the firm 
provides clients with international capabilities through an office in London, as well as through a 
network of affiliate firms in France and Germany. 
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