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LOMBARDI v. AMERICAN LIFTS

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

General Liability/2006

Plaintiff suffered catastrophic crush injury to his right leg, requiring 
six surgeries with medical bills of $505,000, caused by a scissors 
lift manufactured by American Lifts and installed by our client, Evans 
Manufacturing. Plaintiff contended that our client negligently installed  
the foot pedal underneath the lift. We obtained 50% contribution from  
the manufacturer for the design of the pedal. The result was for the plaintiff, 
but our client ultimately paid less than half of the verdict.

HADLEY v. DANIELSON

Circuit Court of the 12th Judicial Circuit,  

Will County, Illinois 

Medical Malpractice/2001

Defense verdict in a case where the plaintiff claimed our client doctor 
committed professional malpractice for failure to timely diagnose breast 
cancer. Our defense centered on the fact that a second biopsy was 
unnecessary, and we argued that the pathologists had failed to make the 
microscopic diagnosis and the radiologists had produced a sub-standard 
mammogram. We further proved that the doubling-time of the cancer meant 
she would have died even if an earlier diagnosis had been made.

CUMMINGS v. POLEK

Circuit Court of the 16th Judicial Circuit,  

Kane County, Illinois 

Medical Malpractice/1999

Defense verdict in a case where the 52-year-old plaintiff died during routine 
bladder surgery. Plaintiffs alleged that our client, the anesthesiologist, 
committed professional malpractice by overdosing her. Our expert in air 
embolism was able to prove that the surgeon, who was never sued, was 
the cause of a fatal air embolism. The case was subject to a high/low 
agreement entered into after closing argument for $50,000/$1 million,  
so it settled for $50,000 after the defense verdict.

LARICY v. STAMBOLIS

Circuit Court of the 18th Judicial Circuit,  

DuPage County, Illinois 

Medical Malpractice/1998

Defense verdict in a case where the plaintiff was a quadriplegic in a 
rehabilitation hospital and died of pneumonia while under the care of our 
client, a physiatrist. We contended that the patient did not have all the signs 
of pneumonia the first day, and was quickly referred to a pulmonologist.  
Quadriplegics are unable to clear their lungs, making pneumonia their 
number one cause of death.
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ZEUGNER v. SAXNER

Circuit Court of the 16th Judicial Circuit,  

Kane County, Illinois 

General Liability/1998

Defense verdict in a case where the plaintiff said she slipped and fell, 
fracturing her ankle, due to ice and a crumbling porch step at a rooming 
house where she rented from the defendant. Defense contended the ice was 
natural and the broken step was an open and obvious condition. 

HOGAN v. RUDE

Circuit Court of the 13th Judicial Circuit,  

Grundy County, Illinois 

General Liability/1993

Defense verdict after 21 minutes of jury deliberation. Plaintiff claimed 
myofascial pain syndrome and migraine headaches after being lightly  
rear-ended by our client’s vehicle. Plaintiff denied any prior psychiatric 
medical treatment, until we produced 3,000 pages of her medical records.

COYLE v. BIERMAN

Circuit Court of the 18th Judicial Circuit,  

DuPage County, Illinois 

General Liability/1993

Defendant entered intersection from stop sign after being waved on 
by a truck driver and collided with plaintiff’s car. Plaintiff claimed 
temporomandibular joint syndrome and cervical strain; and while our 
client admitted liability, we claimed the plaintiff’s TMJ was a pre-existing 
condition. The verdict was less than half of our settlement offer, and well 
below asking.

FORTUNA v. J.I. CASE COMPANY

Circuit Court of the 18th Judicial Circuit,  

DuPage County, Illinois 

Product Liability/1990

Defense verdict in a case where the plaintiff was hit by a uniloader driven 
by a co-worker while the plaintiff was standing behind his dump truck.  
We said the site was too noisy for a backup alarm to be heard and that  
the operator had an unblocked view.

https://www.wilsonelser.com/services/160-national_trial_team

