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YAHYAVI v.  
CAPRIATI CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Nevada District Court for Clark County 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2019

Motor vehicle accident in which a forklift that left a job site collided with a 
car on a public roadway. Plaintiff’s attorney asked the jury for $14.4 million 
in closing argument, having identified special damages of $3.4 million. 
The final award is subject to pending post-trial motion practice and appeal. 
The jury returned a plaintiff’s verdict for $5.9 million, less than half of the 
amount requested.

PADILLA v. 
ELWELL AND STATE FARM INSURANCE

Nevada District Court for Clark County 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2016

Multiple-vehicle automobile accident involving a “swoop and squat” issue, 
where the individuals in one of the vehicles abandoned their claims. This 
complicated the trial issues. We prevailed on liability due to arguments 
relating to an incomplete lane change by plaintiff, and used testimony from 
the plaintiff that shifted during trial to our advantage. After five days, the 
jury returned a defense verdict in less than two hours.

YEPEZ/WHITERS v.  
JORDAN AND STATE FARM INSURANCE 

Nevada District Court for Clark County 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2016

Motor vehicle accident. The pre-trial demand was in excess of $750,000 
and the case settled during trial for a fraction of that demand.

NICHOLS v. RAMPARTS, INC. (LUXOR 
HOTEL AND CASINO [MGM])

Nevada District Court for Clark County 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2013

Indemnity/contribution case involving related personal injury issues that 
resulted from a slip and fall. The client was a prominent Las Vegas casino 
hotel, and the opposing party was a utility. The trial lasted approximately 
two weeks and an indemnity award was made to the utility.
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BAKER & MCKENZIE v.  
CONTEMPORARY SERVICES 
CORPORATION

Los Angeles Superior Court 

Professional Liability/1998

Legal malpractice and fee collection case based on an underlying antitrust 
and unfair business practices case. The client was an event security 
company most known for handling the Super Bowl and professional sports 
teams. The trial, which was venued in the California State Court’s Long 
Cause Trial Division, lasted nearly two months, and after a successful 
appeal, resolved favorably for the client.

PLAINTIFF v.  
ESSENTIAL PUBLICATIONS

San Francisco Superior Court 

Intellectual Property/1998

This case involved a contract and related intellectual property dispute 
brought by a computer programmer against a software company.  
The client was a legal software manufacturer that was facing bankruptcy 
if the litigation was unsuccessful. The trial lasted approximately two weeks 
and the jury returned a verdict for plaintiff that was only 15% of the  
amount sought.
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