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TRANSMART, INC. v. BART

Alameda County Superior Court 

Commercial Litigation/2019

Defense verdict in a breach of contract/breach of covenant of good faith 
case against the firm’s rapid transit client. The plaintiff-developer asserted 
our client delayed plans and missed contractual deadlines. The contract 
allowed the plaintiff to sublease the client’s retail space to best serve 
commuters. After three years, the plaintiff had only opened “pop-up”  
stores at two stations. Plaintiff claimed more than $95 million in total 
damages, including damages of more than $78 million for lost rental 
income that was anticipated over a 30-year period.  The final pre-trial 
demand was $40 million.

EDWARDS v. GGC

San Francisco Superior Court 

Commercial Litigation/2011

Class action court trial involving high-rise tenants’ lawsuit for exposure to 
silica dust, nuisance and unfair business practices arising from concrete 
spall repairs. The first exemplar case settled before closing argument.

ERICKSON v. TORRES

Alameda County Superior Court 

Professional Liability/2006

Defended a broker-dealer in a case that alleged the broker sold fraudulent 
bonds to approximately 65 plaintiffs. The matter settled with most of the 
plaintiffs prior to an eight-week trial; the remaining plaintiffs reached a 
settlement favorable to our client after the verdict.

BROWN v. CAL ERECTORS

Santa Clara County Superior Court 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2003

A steel column was impacted by a beam suspended from a crane, 
causing the column to fall on a nearby construction worker, resulting in 
quadriplegia. Our client, the steel erector, controlled the crane operator. 
We enforced the contractual indemnity and additional insured endorsement, 
which only excluded the sole negligence of the contractor, and established 
that the crane operator caused the column to fall. A settlement was initiated 
by the crane company’s insurers on the first day of the trial.
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GUAM CABLE TV v.  
CERTAIN UNDERWRITERS AT LLOYDS, 
BAIN CLARKSON

U.S. District Court, Guam 

Professional Liability/1996

A cable television operator on Guam suffered property damage from a 
severe typhoon, and sued its broker and London underwriters for breach  
of contract, bad faith and negligence following the denial of a portion of 
the claim. We represented the London broker. The exposure just prior to trial 
was $14 million. After more than eight months at trial, the court issued a 
directed verdict in favor of Lloyds and the London broker.

MATSON TERMINALS, INC. v.  
HOME INSURANCE CO./HOBBS GROUP

San Mateo County Superior Court 

Professional Liability/1993

The plaintiff shipping company sued its broker, our client, and insurance 
carrier following the denial of a $10 million claim in property damage 
caused by an earthquake. The policy contained an exclusion for “wharves, 
docks, piers, pilings and pavement.” A more than three-month trial resulted 
in a defense verdict for our client and a verdict against the insurance carrier 
for $12 million in compensatory and $11.25 million in punitive damages.

BRAGG CRANE v.  
BOEING, INC. AND CAL ERECTORS

Snohomish County Superior Court, Washington 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/1993

A crane under the direction of our client steel erector was moving a 250-ton 
steel bent into position. The crane was out of level, causing the boom to 
break and sending the piece of steel onto the construction work and a 
nearby building. The issue of indemnity running from crane company to 
the steel erector was tried and dismissed on a directed verdict; the issue of 
negligence went to jury, which found the crane operator 10% negligent.

MICHELSON v. SUNTOUR

Marin County Superior Court 

Product Liability/1992

Plaintiff fell off his motorcycle when his rear brakes allegedly failed. He 
suffered bilateral wrist fractures and claimed he would eventually develop 
traumatic arthritis, and could not perform his job as a cardiologist. The 
pre-trial demand was in excess of $3 million. We represented the designer 
and manufacturer of the specialty brake. After a three-week trial, the jury 
returned a defense verdict.

SMITH v. OLYMPIC CLUB 

San Francisco Superior Court 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/1990

Plaintiff slipped on a downhill cart path at a golf club, allegedly injuring her 
knee and back. She alleged the cart path was in a dangerous condition. 
The jury reached a defense verdict after a two-week trial.
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RE: SECURITY GUARD DEFENSE

San Francisco Superior Court 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/1989

Represented a private security guard against a claim of false arrest.  
The jury reached a defense verdict after a two-week trial.

RE: MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT

Alameda County Superior Court 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/1988

Defended a driver that rear-ended the plaintiffs’ car in a multi-vehicle 
accident. Plaintiffs were awarded $150,000 at arbitration, but sought a 
trial de novo. In a 10−2 verdict, the jury found for the plaintiffs on liability 
but awarded only $5,000. The court later reduced the award to $0 on 
motion based on plaintiffs’ failure to do better than the arbitration award  
at trial, per CCP 998.

STAR v. STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Monterey County Superior Court 

Municipal Liability/1984

State beach case involving allegations of a dangerous condition on public 
property. A portion of the parking lot had eroded and allegedly fell on  
the minor plaintiff while he was playing near a bluff, causing back injuries.  
The jury reached a defense verdict after a three-week trial. 

RE: MUNICIPAL DEFENSE

U.S. District Court, Northern District of California  

Municipal Liability/1982

A California parolee assaulted and robbed a sponsor on his release;  
the complaint alleged failure to warn. Motion for non-suit was granted 
following the plaintiff’s counsel’s opening statement and was affirmed on 
appeal based on governmental immunity.

RE: MUNICIPAL DEFENSE

U.S. District Court, Northern District of California  

Municipal Liability/1982

Civil rights action brought by an inmate at San Quentin State Prison who 
was shot by a guard when the inmate started a fight in the exercise yard. 
The jury reached a defense verdict after a two-week trial.
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