
N A T I O N A L  T R I A L  T E A M

 

SANDRA UNRUH V. 
RALPH LAUREN RETAIL

Denver District Court, Colorado  

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2021

Defended a national retail store in a premises liability jury trial in which 

the plaintiff tripped and fell on a stanchion chain at the checkout queue, 

breaking her elbow, which required medical transport and surgical 

intervention. We argued that the plaintiff’s claim against the store 

failed due to the lack of a dangerous condition, the lack of evidence 

that the store failed to exercise reasonable care, and the plaintiff’s own 

comparative fault and assumption of risk. We demonstrated that the 

plaintiff acknowledged her fall was due in part to her own negligence  

and also the lack of a dangerous condition, and the jury agreed.

TIMOTHY ANDERSON V.  
BARNES & NOBLE BOOKSELLERS, INC. 
D/B/A BARNES & NOBLE BOOKSTORE

Larimer District Court, Colorado  

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2021

Obtained a defense verdict in a premises liability case on behalf of a 

national bookstore. The plaintiff, in his 70s, suffered significant injuries 

when he tripped and fell on a display stand he claimed created a 

dangerous condition, and sued the client under Colorado’s Premises 

Liability Act. The plaintiff demanded in excess of $1.3 million. Liability and 

the reasonableness of the plaintiff’s medical bills were disputed, though 

the nature of the plaintiff’s injury and need for surgeries were not. The 

jury agreed with the primary defense; the display was not a dangerous 

condition and the client did not act unreasonably. The client is entitled to 

and is pursuing recovery of fees and costs, pursuant to Colorado’s Offer  

 of Settlement statute.

TAWNA AYERS V.  
EXTRA SPACE STORAGE 

El Paso County District Court, Colorado   

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2020

Defended a self-storage company in a premises liability case brought 

by a renter. The plaintiff alleged that she stuck her arm through the gap 

between the facility’s gate and a stone pillar to comply with an employee’s 

identification request and did not have time to remove her arm when 

the gate opened, crushing her arm. Through diligent investigation, 

discovery and an aggressive trial approach, we convinced the jury the 

plaintiff’s injuries and surgeries all were not causally related to the alleged 

incident, and that her damages were inflated. We convinced the jury that 

the plaintiff bore the large majority of fault, barring her from recovery 

pursuant to Colorado’s comparative fault statute. The jury decided in our 

favor and all costs were awarded to the defense.
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FRONTERRA VILLAGE MULTIFAMILY 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION V. 
PULTE HOMES V. DRYWALL SERVICES 
RESIDENTIAL, INC.

JAG, Denver, Colorado  

Construction Defect/2011

Secured a verdict/award in a multi-unit residential development 

construction defect case in favor of the client, a drywall services company. 

Following a two-week arbitration, in which the builder made the client 

the primary target in a $10 million damage claim, the arbiter found the 

builder liable to the association, but awarded a full defense verdict  

for the client, even awarding them all costs for defending against the  

builder’s claims.

THE VAIL CORPORATION V.  
OUTWEST CONSTRUCTION, ET AL.

Eagle County District Court, Colorado  

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2010

In this negligence and trespass to land dispute, the client’s ski chairlift 

was damaged during summer maintenance operations, when a delivery 

truck trespassed on the client’s property and drove underneath the lift, 

causing a collision that damaged chairs and required a full replacement 

of the cable. The case proceeded to trial against the trespassing 

delivery company. After the first day, a mistrial was declared due to an 

unrelated issue. However, from subsequent juror interviews, the effective 

presentation of the client’s primary witnesses was devastating to the 

defense’s position. Shortly thereafter, the delivery company agreed to  

the client’s settlement demand. 

JOHNSTOWN FEED & SEED, INC., ET 
AL. V. RONALD D. HEIMANN D/B/A RC 
WELDING (CLIENT), ET AL.

Weld County District Court, Colorado 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2007

Represented one of two defendants, both of whom were welders, in 

a fire case involving the almost total destruction of a feed mill in north 

central Colorado. Both welders had worked at the mill on the date of 

the fire. The client offered $750,000 (as did the other welder, for a total 

of $1.5 million). The plaintiffs rejected it, and at trial asked for more than 

$13 million. The jury agreed with the client’s position, and awarded the 

plaintiffs nothing. 
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