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J.D. ET AL. v. 
PRICE ET AL.

U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania 

Aviation/2022

4-day jury trial

Obtained a jury verdict in a case where an intoxicated passenger aboard  
a commercial flight allegedly groped a federal officer. We successfully 
argued that the alleged assailant did not appear intoxicated when he 
boarded the flight and therefore the airline had no obligation to prevent  
him from boarding.

THOMAS KRISTOF v.  
JEFFREY HOPRICH &  
LC’S FLYING SERVICE, INC.

Circuit Court, Montgomery County, Virginia 

Aviation/2021

2-day jury trial 

Obtained jury verdict in a case where plaintiff claimed damage to  
his aircraft was caused by client repair facility actions. Prior to trial,  
the court dismissed claims of conversion and statutory violations.  
During trial, the court dismissed the breach of contract claim in response  
to a motion for directed verdict, leaving the jury to decide the remaining 
claim of breach of bailment contract. After two hours, the jury found 
unanimously in favor of our clients. The Supreme Court of Virginia  
denied plaintiff’s petition to appeal. 

MARILYN GARNER v.  
VORNADO 

Circuit Court, Fairfax County, Virginia 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2019

3-day jury trial 

Obtained a unanimous defense verdict from a jury of seven after accepting 
the handling of the case from another firm a mere three weeks before 
trial. The plaintiff alleged that an elevator’s emergency backup power 
malfunctioned causing the elevator to “drop.” Plaintiff asked the jury to 
award her $1.9 million in damages. We successfully excluded the extent 
of injuries suffered by another passenger in the elevator as well as critical 
opinions of the plaintiff’s elevator expert’s opinion due to a deficient expert 
designation under Virginia law. The latter severely restricted the ability of 
the plaintiff to establish that the elevator was in any way “hazardous.” Most 
importantly, the court prohibited the expert from criticizing the client in any 
direct fashion as a result of the motion. After brief deliberations following 
the three day trial, the jury returned a unanimous defense verdict.
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VERNON SUZUKI v.  
HELICOPTER CONSULTANTS  
OF MAUI, INC. D/B/A  
BLUE HAWAIIAN HELICOPTERS

U.S. District Court, District of Hawaii 

Aviation/2016

3-week jury trial 

Sightseeing tour helicopter crash for which the plaintiff claimed property 
damage of $975,000. Hawaii Revised Statute § 263-5 holds an operator 
of an aircraft absolutely liable to landowners for property damage  
resulting from an aircraft crash. The jury found for the plaintiff on liability, 
but awarded only $161,050 in damages. 

ATLASCRAFT DEVELOPMENT v.  
FRAGER’S HARDWARE STORE

District of Columbia Superior Court 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2016

3-day jury trial

Atlascraft, a software company, rented space on the top floor of a hardware 
store owned by Frager’s. A fire started at Frager’s causing significant 
damage to the building which led to an investigation by the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and local fire department. 
The agencies found that one of Frager’s employees negligently started 
the fire. The question for trial was damages. Plaintiff claimed in excess of 
$20 million for lost contracts and lost software. After empaneling a jury 
and three days of testimony, the matter settled for one-third of the pre-trial 
demand.

MOHAMMED EL-RASHED v.  
PAPA JOHN’S, ET AL.

Circuit Court, Fairfax County, Virginia 

Transportation/2014

2-day jury trial

Auto accident case involving a left hand turn on the way to deliver a pizza. 
Plaintiff suffered a fractured ankle. He and his wife sued. During litigation 
they both gave testimony about their fear of dying immediately post-crash. 
Driver, represented by other counsel, admitted liability. We had no defense 
to the damages case. The parties merely did not agree on value. Jury 
awarded a verdict for less than the last demand.

ANN EDWARDS v.  
PEPSI BOTTLING GROUP, ET AL.

Circuit Court, Henrico County, Virginia 

Transportation/2010

2-day jury trial

Simple rear end case where driver, represented by other counsel, admitted 
liability. The primary disputes related to a claimed surgery and lost earning 
capacity. After agreeing to a high low agreement, the jury awarded a 
verdict less than the “low.” The verdict represented approximately 20% of 
the last demand.

DENNIS MENA v.  
MAGGIE REYNOLDS-MESSERVY

General District Court, Alexandria, Virginia 

Complex Tort & General Casualty/2007

Bench trial

Plaintiff sued an individual employee within the Alcohol Substance  
Abuse Program arguing improper handling of his case. Judge found in 
favor of the defendant.
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