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Former Fowler Rodriguez

maritime practice group

ioins Wilson Hser oflice

in lletll 0rleans
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A team of veteran maritime attorneys who
represented BP in the 2010 Deepwater Hori-
zon oil spill response and in subsequent reg-
ulatory investigations has moved to one of the
nation's largest law frrms.

The former Fowler Rodriguez law firm at-
torneys, including named partner Antonio

Rodriguez, his son Jake Rodriguez

tw,4n

and a third partner, Michael Harowski,
joined Wilson Elser's New Orleans of-
fice inJanuary.

The practice group is best known for
forging a specialty in marine pollution
and casualty response for Fortune 500
companies in the marine and energy sec-

tors.
In addition to oil and gas giant BP,

for which the group dispatched lawyers
across the Gulf Coast in the response to
the Deepwater Horizon spill, the group's
other clients include vessel owners and
operators, major cruise lines and energy
companies and national and international
insurers and their insureds.

Antonio Rodriguez said the practice
group found "a perfect fit" in Wilson Elser,
a 40-year-old full-service firm with more
than 800 attorneys in 37 U.S. offrces and
maritime practices in many port cities.

"The firm is well established in the
transportation sector in trucking, aviation
and rail, and has active 24f7 emergency re-
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continue to meet the growing needs of the clients we serve.

-George 
FowJer, firm founder

sponse capabilities nationwide. Our practice
dovetails nicely with Wilson Elser's existing
transportation capabilities, its structure and
its target clients," he said.

New Orleans-based Fowler Rodriguez
and its more than two dozen lawyers ceased
operations at the end oflast year. Rodriguez
described it as "a considered decision by all
the partners that were there that each prac-
tice could do better someplace else."

Rodriguezjoined Fowler in 1992, reunit-
ing with other Phelps Dunbar law firm alum-
ni who had started the frrm four years earlier.

Eleven attorneys, including triai lawyer
and firm founder George Fowler, joined
Jones Walker in its offrces in New Orleans,
Houston and Miami.

That team of eight partners, two associ-
ates and a special counsel has represented
national and multinational companies across
various industries, including maritime, en-
ergy and insurance, according to a news
release. The group has worked in commer-
cial litigation, tax matters and transactions

involving project finance and development,
gov€rnment privatization and mergers and
acquisitions.

"Our firm has worked for decades to
support our clients in the U.S. and in Latin
America, and it was a natural next step for
us to join a well-respected firm with multi-
ple practice areas that will help us continue
to meet the growing needs of the clients we
serve," Fowler said in the release.

In Jones Walker, Fowler's team also.joins
one of the largest law firms in the U.S., with
more than 350 attorneys in 15 offrces across
eight states and the District of Columbia.
More than 150 of its attorneys are in New
Orleans.

Rodriguez, a graduate of the U.S. Naval
Academy and a former Nary o{ficer, was
chairman of the Navigation Safety Advisory
Council for the U.S. Coast Guard from I990
to 1994. Since 1995, 6e has authored the
lead treatise on marine pollution law, which
he updates annually with his son.

Jake Rodriguez, who will help manage

Wilson Elser's New Orleans o{fice with re-
gional managing partner Stratton Horres,
said they are looking to expand their new
firm's maritime practice "with more assets,
more depth and more reach."

Jake Rodriguez said they are excited to of-
fer their clients more services.

"Wilson Elser has so many practice
groups with so much geographical reach and
expertise and experience in so many fields
oflaw, that it broadens our horizons for our
existing clients to be able to offer them an
opportunity for more services to meet their
needs even outside the maritime context,,,
Rodriguez said.

Since the global recession a decade ago,
shipping firms continue to be challenged
by overcapacity in the industry and fluctu-
ations in freight rates. The slow and uneven
recovery has led to insolvencies and consol-
idation. Longer term trends include fewer
maritime accidents and losses due to new
technology, safety programs and large ship-
pers dominating the market.
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