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General Updates

• Physicians, hospitals and other healthcare providers arguably 
impacted the most from the COVID-19 crisis on personal and 
professional levels.

• In turn, the litigation process has been greatly affected.

• External factors, such as economic pressures, have much more 
weight.

© 2021 Wilson Elser. All rights reserved.2



5/7/2021

2

Medical Malpractice in the COVID-19 Era

• Areas subject to change under E.O. 202 beginning in March 2020, 
which are either expired or will expire before the end of May 2021:

• Relaxed positions on licensing of healthcare providers

• Use of non-medical staff under proper supervision

• Recordkeeping

• Physical capacity at hospitals

• Immunity from civil litigation
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NYS Law Updates and Orders of the 
Administrative Judge

• Areas subject to changes:
• Extensions for deadlines, including filings, statute of limitations, etc.

• Push for e-filing and avoiding in-person filing and requests for working copies

• Increase in use of stipulations prior to and/or instead of discovery 
conferences
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Discovery Changes and Current Process

• Courts enforcing complete and substantive responses to all discovery

• Mandatory pre-conference discussions with Court and adversaries

• Pre-conference submission of proposed discovery Orders
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Deposition Rules and Practice

• Increase in virtual depositions

• Availability of witnesses to appear for a deposition

• Time restraints
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Jury Selection Changes

• Jurors are more willing to appear in-person for trial now compared to 
one year ago, but the pool is still significantly reduced

• Questioning of potential jurors has also been shortened
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Trial Overview

• Organization of exhibits prior to opening statements is key as time is 
limited

• Technical support and coordination

• Limited Courtroom access for non-party individuals (witnesses, risk 
managers, etc.)
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Expert Witness Examination

• An expert witness may be remote at the time of trial

• Live or virtual strategy considerations
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Medical Witness Availability

• Judges will no longer support the position that a medical witness 
does not need to appear due to COVID and will push for depositions 
to move forward

• Virtual appearances will be mandated 

© 2021 Wilson Elser. All rights reserved.10



5/7/2021

6

Court Filings and Outlook Moving Forward

• Will likely see a great push to move cases forward, both in discovery 
and trials, in the next few weeks
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Bars
New York

Courts
Supreme Court of the United States

U.S. District Court, Southern District of
New York

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of
New York

U.S. District Court, Western District of
New York

U.S. District Court, Northern District of
New York

New York State Bar Association 
Bronx County Bar Association

McLaughlin Oral Advocacy
Outstanding Litigation Award,
Su�olk University Law School, 1983
Outstanding Arson/Homicide
Investigation, Mock Trial Bureau of
Bronx County Fire Investigation,
1991  
Exemplary Long Term
Investigation, New York City
Department of Investigations, 1991

Su�olk University Law School, J.D.,
1986

Jim Kachadoorian focuses his trial practice on the defense of hospitals and health care
professionals in state and federal medical malpractice litigation. Drawing on his background
as a former assistant district attorney, Jim also represents hospital clients and their satellite
facilities in the investigation of assaults and other alleged criminal conduct by their
employees.  
 
With 20 years of experience in the medical malpractice �eld, Jim has tried to verdict dozens of
personal injury and wrongful death cases on behalf of major New York metropolitan hospitals
and their physicians and insurance carriers. A number of these cases have involved claims by
athletes against orthopedic surgeons and other medical professionals alleging career-ending
injuries. Jim also provides value-added services to help clients avoid litigation, including
presenting periodic in-services to medical and nursing sta�, conducting mock trials as part of
residency training programs, and advising risk management committees on litigation and
coverage issues.  
 
After law school, Jim served for �ve years as an assistant district attorney in the Bronx County,
NY, District Attorney’s O�ce, of which he spent 18 months in the arson/homicide unit and a
year as liaison to the New York City Department of Corrections responsible for all homicides,
escapes, assaults and related medical clinic cases at Riker’s Island.

https://www.wilsonelser.com/offices/29-white_plains_ny
mailto:james.kachadoorian@wilsonelser.com
https://www.wilsonelser.com/
https://www.wilsonelser.com/services/64-medical_malpractice_health_care


Certi�cations/Licenses

Trinity College, B.A., 1982

http://www.wilsonelser.com/about/align


White Plains, NY

Services

Admissions

Memberships & A�liations

Education

Certi�cations/Licenses

Michael F. Grady
Partner

 

   

Contact

p. 914.872.7834
f.  914.323.7001
michael.grady@wilsonelser.com

   

Medical Malpractice & Health
Care

Complex Tort & General
Casualty

Construction

Employment & Labor

Government Investigations &
White Collar Defense

Product Liability, Prevention &
Government Compliance

Bars
New York

Courts
Supreme Court of the United States

U.S. District Court, Southern District of
New York

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of
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Westchester County Bar Association 
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DRI: The Voice of the Defense Bar
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University of Massachusetts Amherst,
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Michael Grady is an accomplished trial lawyer with vast experience in civil litigation.
He has tried numerous complex cases to verdict, including claims of medical
malpractice, catastrophic construction accidents, product liability, school and
municipal liability, civil rights matters, police brutality claims, premises liability and
automobile liability. Michael’s depth of knowledge in defending medical malpractice
claims coupled with the �rm’s heritage and continued strength in insurance defense
attracts a growing clientele, including nationally renowned physicians and premier
teaching hospitals. He also represents dentists, nurses, paramedics, podiatrists,
radiologists, pathologists, counselors, social workers and other members of the
allied health professions as well as managed care organizations and privately run
emergency rooms.  
 
Michael likewise represents owners and operators of long-term care facilities,
assisted-living facilities and hospitals in New York and surrounding states in lawsuits
that involve allegations of medical negligence, corporate negligence, administrative
negligence, inadequate sta�ng, wrongful death and statutory violations of
residents’ rights.  
 
Before joining Wilson Elser, Michael was the managing partner at a highly regarded
New York personal injury defense �rm, overseeing all aspects of case management
for the medical malpractice and general liability divisions. He also served as an
assistant district attorney with the Westchester County District Attorney's O�ce,
handling cases in the Organized Crime and Homicide Bureaus. 
 
View Michael's exemplar trial experience.
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